

Dear All
 

Please come and join us for a fantastic weekend of fiddle tuition, sessions, lovely food and great friends. 

This year the Fiddle Force Winter School will take place from Friday the 4th – Sunday the 6th of January 2019, at Wiston Lodge, Milrigg Road, Near Biggar, ML12 6HT.
Tutor:

Iain Fraser
Iain Fraser is a Performer and Teacher. He’s fascinated by the fiddle’s rhythmic and emotional capabilities and draws upon the extensive repertoire of traditional music ranging from 18th Century Scottish tunes to new self-penned compositions and from the multiple regional music styles of the British Isles to those of North America and Europe. His teaching includes group workshops, helping people young and old pursue their musical dreams as well as making music a fun social experience available to all.  Between 1990-1995 he took on and developed the Glasgow Fiddle Workshop from a small group meeting in his house to a broad range of classes operating in central Glasgow. He’s been actively involved and supportive of the Feisean movement for almost 30 years – primarily with Feis Rois. He was principal fiddle teacher in the Scottish Music Department of the Royal Conservatoire of Scotland between 1995-2005 before being appointed Head of Instrumental Music for the Scottish Borders Education Authority until 2011. He is now freelance as well as being Music Director at the Merlin Academy of Traditional Music in Melrose, Scotland.  He released “Touchwood” in 2002, he wrote ‘Scottish Fiddle Tunes – 60 Traditional Pieces for Violin” for the Schott World Music Series in 2006 and “Canadian Fiddle Tunes – 60 Traditional Pieces” by the same publisher was released in 2015.  He won the Chorus Community "Passing it on - Educator's" award in June 2017.

Programme:
 Arrive at Wiston Lodge late on Friday afternoon for dinner at 7pm.
 
Fiddle classes with Iain will take place on Saturday and Sunday mornings.  There will be one fiddle class aimed at intermediate/advanced level and teaching will be by ear. 
 
On the Saturday afternoon, Iain will offer one-to-one sessions for anyone interested (first come, first served).  If the weather is good, there is likely to be an expedition up Tinto Hill. 
Friday night and Saturday night are spent enjoying tunes and socialising. 
Accommodation
Rooms at Wiston Lodge are shared – your flexibility in this is much appreciated as we hope to be busy.  The majority of the accommodation is in the main house, but there are also 3 timber cabins a short walk from the main house which we will be using if we are busy. Some people prefer the cabins as they are very cosy with their own showers, and are quieter than the main house because they are separate.  Please indicate your preferences on the form and we will do our best to accommodate your request, however, please bear in mind that this becomes more difficult with forms which are returned late, and we operate on a strictly “first come, first served” basis with regard to room requests. 
Bedding is provided but please remember to bring your own towels.
 
Wiston does have open fires and a new central heating system, but if you are used to town living do bring plenty of layers and a hot water bottle.  The grounds can get muddy so wellies / walking boots are recommended if you are planning on going outside.  Please bring indoor shoes.

Food & Drink
 
The chefs at Wiston Lodge are happy to cater for special dietary requirements with advance notice – please give details on the booking form.
 
Please note that there is no bar at Wiston, so please BYOB
 

Prices
Adult with tuition            £155
Adult no tuition              £135
13-18 yrs                      £107
7-12 yrs                        £97
2-6 yrs                          £87
Under 2                        Free
 
If you are not able to come for the whole weekend, we should still be able to accommodate you.   Please contact Kirsty to discuss costs.
 
Please note that we obtain no funding and these prices represent the real costs of putting on the weekend.  
Booking
 
We have already paid Wiston a deposit.  Please therefore return your completed booking form with a non-refundable deposit of £50 per person by 5th December to:
 
Kirsty Gorman, 22 Mackinnon Place, Dunfermline, Fife, KY11 8PW
Unfortunately, due to Wiston Lodge needing to have numbers in advance, if you return your form after this date, you will incur a late booking fee of £15. We are not able to be flexible with this, so please ensure you return your booking form on time. 
It is easier for us if you pay online using a BACS payment, please let Kirsty know and she will send you the details.
If you need to pay by cheque, please make it payable to Fiddle Force.
 
Spread the Word
Please pass on this information to friends and family who may be interested, it would be great to see some new faces to ensure that the event can continue in the future! 
Directions
Where possible please try to share cars.  If you can provide lifts please indicate this on the booking form and if you require a lift please e-mail or call Kirsty, who will put you in touch with drivers.

Find Wiston Lodge here:
https://goo.gl/maps/35nABoCf9Xt
 
Enquiries:

Should you have any queries please contact Kirsty on kirstygorman@hotmail.com or 07866 868 988
 

We look forward to seeing you there!

